
 

  

 

Summary 

Weert Energy (Weert Energie) is a local green energy 

cooperative operating in the municipality of Weert in the 

Netherlands. Founded in 2013, the cooperative generates 

and supplies electricity locally at an affordable price to its 

members and supports citizens’ measures to save energy in 

their living environment. The cooperative members believe 

they can manage the transition to green energy in Weert 

themselves because together, they can ensure that green 

energy is accessible to all Weert citizens. Weert Energy 

works with its members, Weert municipality, and other 

regional energy cooperatives to shape the energy goals 

Weert wants to achieve. To implement their projects, they 

also collaborate with local businesses. 

Why is it a case of energy citizenship? 

The cooperative structure of Weert Energy is unique in the 

Netherlands as it combines a cooperative neighbourhood 

battery (COOP-Store) with the large-scale local generation 

of sustainable energy. The battery project is the largest in 

the Netherlands and the first one. By combining the 

business models of self-supply, energy trade, and balance 

maintenance, a profitable concept may be realised.  
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Goals 

1. Contributing to, investing in and implementing local energy projects in 

the municipality of Weert for a more sustainable and affordable energy 

future; 

2. Helping to increase the energy self-sufficiency of the region through 

renewable energy projects; 

3. Providing financial support and advice to members and local residents 

and guiding them through the energy transition. 

 

The story and the typology 

Although the cooperative's business model has developed over the years, the main aims of Weert Energy 

remain the same. Thus, the ideal types of energy citizenship supported by the case have not changed. As 

this is a citizen-based initiative with a transformative focus, the main type of energy citizenship is classified 

as “Type 8: Go ahead”. 

 

 

 
 

Case history summary 

  For the summary 

methodology, 

click HERE 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10075504


  

Phase 1: From the creation of the case in 2013 until 2015

Weert Energy is an energy cooperative that operates 

in the municipality of Weert. Since 2013, the goals of 

this cooperative have been to contribute to 

sustainable energy in the Weert region, generate 

and supply electricity locally at an affordable price 

to residents, and support citizens’ measures to save 

energy in their living environments. 

As this is a citizen-based initiative with a 

transformative focus, the main ideal type of energy 

citizenship is defined as “Type 8: Go ahead”. 

 

Phase 2: Neighbourhood battery project (COOP-Store), since 2015

In 2015, Weert Energy launched its flagship pilot 

neighbourhood battery project called COOP-Store. 

This addresses how local energy generation, 

storage and consumption can work in a more 

decentralised manner and thus increase energy 

self-sufficiency. This was the first pilot project in the 

Netherlands to combine a cooperative 

neighbourhood battery with the large-scale local 

generation of sustainable energy. A special feature 

of this project is that Weert Energy members 

collectively own both the solar park and the 

neighbourhood battery. 

The background to the pilot project is that energy 

storage is indispensable for maintaining the 

reliability of energy supply because the sun does 

not always shine, and the wind does not always 

blow. To achieve a fully sustainable energy supply, 

it is therefore crucial that green energy can be 

stored on a sunny or windy day and be used on a 

grey and windless day. 

The project partners demonstrated that energy 

storage in combination with sustainable production 

could be profitable with the aid of the Top Sector 

Energy Subsidy awarded by the Dutch government 

(RVO – the Dutch agency responsible for the 

implementation of innovation policy) for testing 

and running a “neighbourhood” battery in 

combination with large-scale power generation. In 

2019, Weert Energy’s solar park Altweerterheide, 

associated with a “neighbourhood” battery, 

became operational. Cyclists can charge their 

electric bicycles for free using green energy from the 

solar park.  

 

 

 



 

The aspects of  

energy citizenship 

 

Anyone from Weert or the surrounding area who wants to (residents, 

companies and organizations) can invest in the local generation of 

sustainable energy. Members pay an annual membership fee. All 

members can attend member meetings, cast votes, receive 

publications, newsletters and get a free heat scan of their home 

and free advice about energy saving. 

 

Creating a democratic energy future is a core concern for Weert Energy, as 

illustrated in the realisation of its large-scale local projects that aim to benefit 

members, local organisations and businesses, but also all the local residents 

of Weert. The initiative seeks to put energy in the control of local hands, 

and to generate, store and use electricity at the local level and in a 

decentralised manner. This gives control of energy to local residents. 

 

The income from various projects is spent on sustainable projects within 

the municipality (e.g., an environmental fund). The environmental fund is 

now being deployed to support socially sustainable projects and cover the 

development costs of projects in the municipality of Weert. Although the 

focus is on energy production, the initiative contributes greatly to 

attempts to promote environmental sustainability. 

 

There is no mention or recognition of the 1.5C target or environmental 

limits in general. However, by focusing on building a more 

sustainable, decentralised energy system based on renewable 

sources, the initiative implicitly contributes to reducing carbon 

emissions and promoting cleaner production. 

 

Weert Energy supports a high level of citizen voice and control. The 

cooperative operates on the principle ‘from members for 

members’ and strives for transparency and openness. At least twice 

a year a general members' meeting is held at which members make 

decisions by casting a vote. Decisions are based on a majority of votes. 

 



 

  

Further information 

 
facebook.com/WeertEnergie  

 
www.weertenergie.nl   

 
info@weertenergie.nl   
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